
                            St Mary’s Church, Banbury 
Our Weekly Pew Sheet - Online 

God’s love transforming lives 
 

21st March 2021  
 

Welcome to our online/electronic Pew sheet which is available on our 
website and to those people who have requested a copy via email.   

  
 
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

 (Psalm 51.10) 

 
Highlighting a number of the newest items in this week’s Pew sheet: 

- Passion Sunday this Sunday in church and live-streamed 
- Current worship arrangements and pattern for Holy Week worship   
- Exploring our faith – “Come & See” / Lent Course  
- Annual Church Meeting Notification 
- Ministry Team and Poetry Blogs update 
- Important Safeguarding Notice – see Pastoral  and Outreach 
- Betty’s Jams Stall – see Financial & Fundraising 
- Church opening on May 6th as a polling Station for CDC Local 

Elections. 
 
 

CURRENT WORSHIP ARRANGEMENTS 
This Sunday the church is open for a Said Sunday Eucharistic Worship 
Service (Passion Sunday).  
 
SERVICES FROM THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD UP TO EASTER  
Thursday 25th March  
 10.30am via Facebook Eucharist for Annunciation of our Lord.  
 Jeff will be taking this service at his home and will be available to watch  

        via zoom or live on Facebook.  

Sunday 28th March Palm Sunday  
10am in church Parish Eucharist with Passion Narrative reading.  
Holy Week services (please register for all services in church) 
Monday- Wednesday  
Service of the word 2pm in St Mary’s Church  
Compline 8pm with short address via Facebook and YouTube. Maundy 
Thursday  
Eucharist followed by stripping of the sanctuary 7.30pm St Mary’s church  
Good Friday Tenebrae  
Service of the word 7.30pm St Mary’s church  
Easter Sunday  
Parish Eucharist 10am St Mary’s church  
 
We will still have to follow guidelines with regards to track and trace, 
wearing masks and social distancing, so please make sure you register via 
the website, or inform the church office, before you come to this and every 
Sunday worship service. Please also make sure you bring a mask with you.  
Please be patient and follow the instructions given by the wardens or sides 
people as we work to make sure our church is safe for everyone. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our continuing Sunday morning 
worship in church and those special services mentioned above. 
 
Diocesan services for Sunday worship will still continue to be offered for the 
present time. The link for this is available here www.oxford.anglican.org 
Church at Home, or via our website. 
 
Midweek Worship 
We will continue with our midweek services, subject to the special services 
noted above. 
Compline at 8.00pm on Wednesday evenings and Morning Prayer or other 
worship on Thursday mornings at 10.30am. Both these services are 
accessible via Zoom or Facebook – see Zoom links below. 
Our ministry team continue to add blogs and reflections, which can be 
viewed on the Worship at Home section of our website. 
 



Private Prayer 
At present we are not able to offer the opportunity for private prayer.  Over 
the coming weeks we will continue to review the local COVID situation and 
decide when it is safe to open the church for quiet prayer. We hope that 
this will be very soon.  
 
General Considerations 
We still need to limit access outside of Sunday Worship times so if you have 
keys to St Mary's Church, please inform either the churchwardens or the 
incumbent before you go into church for any reason. We are trying to keep 
the number of people going into the building at a minimum. 
 
 
Exploring our Faith, Come and See. Since the beginning of lockdown the 
Church of England have been hearing stories from churches across 
the country about people, who may never have gone to a church service 
before, but who are now engaging with online worship. As a Diocese our 
Bishops are offering an invitation to local communities to take the first 
steps in exploring faith to Come and See.  
If you would like to find out more, just follow this link 
 https://www.oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see/  
 
St Mary's continues with its  5-week Lent course using resources from 
the Diocese based on the Creed as an opportunity for all who are asking 
deep questions about faith.  
There will also be one-to-one support for those who are new to faith and 
would like to explore their questions further.  
Jeff, Sarah and Serena will be leading sessions for our Lent course on 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday.  Louise will be working alongside those who 
are new or wanting to find out more about faith in a one-to-one capacity. 
Please contact Serena (mail serena@banburystmary.org.uk  / phone 07307 
896501) to let her know which day you would prefer, and she will let you 
know further details.   
 
 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 
For further Lenten reflection you may like to read the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s recommended Lent Book; “Living His Story” by Hannah 
Steele. This is readily available from several online sources. 
 

MINISTRY TEAM & POETRY BLOGS 
Over the past months during the pandemic restrictions, we have been 
regularly publishing Ministry Team &  Poetry Blogs.  
The first Ministry Team Blog was on March 19,  2020 and, since then,  
Revd’s Louise and Sarah have been publishing excellent weekly blogs – both 
erudite and topical; perfect for reflection! 

If you would like to look back through them  these just go to the St Marys 
website via the following link: 
https://www.banburystmary.org.uk/blog-view/62/worship-home-blogs  
Simply click on the numbered circles at the bottom of the page to  look 
back through previous pages. 
Regarding the Poetry Blogs,  over the past 9 months, thirteen have been 
published so far and we are planning to continue this even beyond the 
period of the pandemic.  
We hope you have enjoyed reading and reflecting on the selection of 
poems  offered. It has been a rather eclectic mix; some have been old and 
familiar, some original, some have been requested, some appropriate to 
particular occasions.   
If you would like to look back at them just go to the St Marys website via 
the following link 
https://www.banburystmary.org.uk/blog-view/81/poetry-group-blogs 
Again, just click on the numbered circles at the bottom of the page to view 
previous pages. 
If you have a particular poem you would like to see included perhaps with 
your reasons or connection with it,  just contact Roger who will add an 
appropriate  commentary and post it in the Poetry Blog section of our 
website.  
You may even feel the urge to write a poem! 
We also encourage you to read the blogs and comment where appropriate. 
Looking forward to hearing from you! 

Roger Verrall 
( email rverrall42@gmail.com) 



PASTORAL & OUTREACH 
Important Safeguarding Notice 
As a result of some appalling cases of sexual abuse within the church, the 
Church of England has recently asked every parish to make sure that they 
have identified any cases that might have happened in the past, so that 
victims can be supported and some reparation made, and that 
perpetrators, if they are still alive, can be prevented from continuing their 
abuse.  It is possible that there were some cases in St Mary's in the past, 
and we therefore hope that if there is anyone who became a victim in their 
childhood (or as an adult) they will now be prepared to come forward. You 
can speak to any of the ministry team or our Safeguarding officer Lesley 
Burge or you can go directly to the Diocese Safeguarding officer Richard 
Woodley, whose details are on our website. Safe Spaces (0300 303 1056), 
which is run by the charity Victim Support, provides a free and independent 
support service for anyone who has experienced abuse in the Church of 
England, however long ago. 
 
If you wish to support the local FOODBANK you might consider a donation 
by bank transfer to The Peoples Church - Banbury Foodbank Project, 
Barclays Bank Sort code 20-03-84, a/c 20141224. Please, reference it “St. 
Marys”. 
 
Mothers’ Union (MU) 
Mothers’ Union - COVID 19 Resources 
The National MU Website has many very useful resources which can be 
used widely. Follow the link is given below. 
https://www.mothersunion.org/resources-support-us-challenging-times 
Praying Through the Day 
A new booklet with some suggestions for family prayer is now available and 
can be accessed via the following link:  
https://www.muoxford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/PTTD-with-
new-intro.pdf 
  

Cherwell District Elections 2021 
Local elections are due to take place on May 6th and St Mary’s Church is 
scheduled for the sole use as a polling station on that occasion.  
Cherwell DC are also seeking extra staff to work at the polling stations on 
that day. Information about the roles and how to apply is available on the 
Cherwell District website in the Elections/ Working on Elections section.  
The email contact is: elections.staffing@cherwell-dc.gov.uk   
You may be interested!  

 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGS 
 The  next Vestry and Annual Parochial Church Meetings will be held on 
26th April, via zoom.  The Vestry meeting will be to appoint the 
Churchwardens and the APCM, among other things, will appoint our PCC 
lay members. A PCC consults on matters of general concern and importance 
to the parish and the church and represents those people.  If anyone would 
like to put themselves forward to be on the PCC and would like more 
information, please speak to Mary Parker.  As a member of the PCC you will 
be a part of something vital, not only for the parish and the church but for 
the mission of God. 
 

CHURCH FINANCIAL MATTERS including FUNDRAISING 
 
Betty's jams.  Betty Harrison is opening her stall of jams and marmalades in 
her front garden every Saturday morning from 10am, weather 
permitting.  Last year she raised £1,000 which she split between St Mary's 
Church and Katherine House Hospice, so if you like homemade jam and 
giving money to a good cause, then pop along to 24 Beargarden Rd, 
Banbury. 
 
How to donate to the Church with the Current Restrictions. 
The Church finances have taken a serious hit since last March and the 
situation is unlikely to improve any time soon.  Although the church has 
been closed for significant periods of time and is closed currently, we still 
have bills which need to be paid, so if you feel able to make a donation 
please follow the information given below via the Parish Giving Scheme 
which has been a lifeline to us. 



If you would like to donate please follow the information below 
The Parish Giving scheme has been a lifeline for us through the closure and 
the ongoing restrictions on our activities.  For more information on the 
scheme follow this link https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/how-it-
works/ 
If you would like to make a one-off donation then please follow this link to 
our online giving page: https://givealittle.co/campaigns/911713d0-f16b-
4e7d-a9f7-13ae4a65a6a6 
Any one-off donations under £30 we can claim the gift aid back on. If you 
would like to make a one off donation of over £30 and are a UK Taxpayer 
and would like to enable us to claim the gift aid back on it please complete 
the Gift Aid Declaration form and email it to 
warden@banburystmary.org.uk 
Link to the Gift Aid Declaration Form: 
https://banburystmary.churchdesk.com/share/file/891942 
Thank you for your continued support: any amount given through 
whichever way is very gratefully received. 
Mary and Stephen, Church Wardens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5th SUNDAY OF LENT – PASSION SUNDAY 
Presiding & Preaching: Revd Dr. Louise Adey Huish  
Readings: Juliet West   
Intercessions: Harolda Greywoode. 
 
This service is being live streamed via Facebook and YouTube. 
The YouTube link is: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJqP8rlfvGmnldLtCyGHXNQ 
 
In addition,  the option of an excellent Diocesan streamed Sunday Service 
remains, which can be accessed via the Oxford Diocesan website (Church at 
-Home) 
 
For the time being, we will also continue to provide the Hymn references, 
Readings and Collect for your use at Home every week.  
Hymns Set for this 5th SUNDAY OF LENT- Passion Sunday 

  
129 Lord, teach us how to pray aright 
145 Is it a thing n most wonderful  
748 O Jesus, I have promised 
 
COLLECT   
 
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who 
suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
 
 
 
 



READINGS 
 
Jeremiah 31. 31-34 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
This is the word of the Lord. 
 
Psalm 51. 1-13 (The Miserere) 
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, in your great goodness; according to the 
abundance of your compassion blot out my offences. 
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin. 
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
For I acknowledge my faults and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
So that you are justified in your sentence and righteous in your judgement. 
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
I have been wicked even from my birth, a sinner when my mother 
conceived me.  
Behold, you desire truth deep within me and shall make me understand 
wisdom in the depths of my heart. 
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

 
Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean; wash me and I shall be whiter 
than snow. Make me hear of joy and gladness that, the bones you have 
broken may rejoice. 
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Turn your face from my sins and blot out all my misdeeds. Make me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from 
your presence and take not your holy spirit from me. 
Give me again the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your gracious 
spirit; Then shall I teach your ways to the wicked and sinners shall return to 
you.  
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Hebrews 5. 5-10. 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; 
as he says also in another place, ‘You are a priest forever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek.’ 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and 
he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order 
of Melchizedek. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Reading   John 12. 20-33 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said 
to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 
‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from 
this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that 
it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 
judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
This is the gospel of the Lord. 
 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES & ACTIVITIES  THIS WEEK 
 
Daily at 11 am: Read Psalm 23 and say the Lord’s Prayer (See Prayer 
Section) 
Wednesday 8.00pm. Compline  
10.30 am Thursday – Morning Worship – Eucharist on 25th March 
Do regularly check “Worship at Home” on our website, for new articles, 
blogs or reflections. 
 
ZOOM MEETING LINKS 
  
Topic: St Marys Coffee 
Time: On Sunday at 11.00 am 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96225150096?pwd=MGlzbHVkbHVjbEJjTDdRRHZZbE5zQT
09 
Meeting ID: 962 2515 0096 
Passcode: 085560 
 
————————————— 
Topic: St Mary’s Compline 
Time: Every week on Wednesday at 8pm.  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/98455128317?pwd=a1phTXlpYUpTYlIzQlhsN1Bjam9sQT0
9 
Meeting ID: 984 5512 8317 
Passcode: 064198 
 
————————————— 
Topic: Morning Prayer 
Time: Every week on Thursday at 10.30 am 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/97895938939?pwd=eUJ0ZEFqMDh4UlFBRzdRQ1lZUDRsd
z09 
Meeting ID: 978 9593 8939 
Passcode: 512600 
 



IN OUR PRAYERS. 
 
Prayer focus for March is Churches. 
 
World Prayers: God of justice and peace, you have made us equal and we 
are precious in your sight. Help us to pray and work without ceasing for a 
world free of racism, prejudice and oppression. 
 
Church: Passiontide begins: Bloxham, Milcombe and South Newington: 
Dale Gingrich. Michael Howard, Michael Campling, Tom Moffatt. Please 
pray for the benefice work with children and young families, Messy Church, 
Afterschool church club, Boys Brigade, BYG, Warriner MAT pupils, staff, 
governors, including local primary school now members of the MAT.  
 
Those who have asked for our prayers and those in need of prayer:  We 
pray especially for Serena and Andrew as they await the birth of their first 
child.  We pray too for Muriel Fryer.  
Especially we remember in our prayers, our congregation, our parish and 
the town of Banbury. (Please let us know of any special requests). 
 
Remember those who have died and their families who now grieve.    
Especially we remember those whose anniversaries fall this week, and for 
all those who have lost their lives through Coronavirus.  Give to the 
departed eternal rest; let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRAYERS AND RESOURCES for use during the 
Pandemic. The Church of England has published a response to the news 
that the number of deaths had passed 100,000. Their response and the 
prayer are reproduced below. They have also provided resources which 
might be used during February and a link is included. 
We invite you to pray for our nation. 
 
In response to exceeding the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from 
COVID-19, the Archbishops invite all to call on God in Prayer. Starting on 1 
February we invite you to set aside time every evening to pray, particularly 
at 6pm each day. More than ever, this is a time when we need to love each 
other. Prayer is an expression of love. 

We remember before God those who have died and we pray that God's 
love will surround all who mourn them, now and always 
Gracious God, as we remember before you the thousands who have died, 
surround us and all who mourn with your strong compassion. 
Be gentle with us in our grief, protect us from despair, and give us grace to 
persevere and face the future with hope in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 
 Amen 
For the associated resources click on the link below. 
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/23007 
Psalm 23 
1    The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. 
2    He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still 
waters.  
3    He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. 
4    Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no 
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
5    You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 
6    Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KEEP IN TOUCH  
We’d love to hear from you.  
For all enquiries about the church, please telephone 253329 or email  
office@banburystmary.org.uk 
Vicar   
The Revd Serena Tajima. 07307 896501 (9.30am – 5.30pm only) 
serena@banburystmary.org.uk 
Associate Minister 
The Revd Dr Louise Adey Huish 
 louise@banburystmary.org.uk 
Associate Minister & Chaplain for the Arts 
The Revd Sarah Bourne 
sarahbourne@banburystmary.org.uk  
Associate Minister  
The Revd Canon Jeff West 07766 198484 
jeff@banburystmary.org.uk    
Pew-sheet editor davejesson@wychwoodhouse.com 

 
St. Mary’s is on Twitter and Facebook  
twitter.com/StMarysBanbury 
facebook.com/stmaryschurchbanbury  
 
www.banburystmary.org.uk 
St Mary’s Church is part of the Church of England in the Diocese of Oxford.  
St Mary’s Church, Banbury, is a registered charity in England and Wales (no 
1179456) 


